Esophageal function in diabetes mellitus with special reference to acid studies and relationship to peripheral neuropathy.
Esophageal function in 20 subjects with diabetes mellitus was assessed using esophageal manometry, 24-hr ambulatory esophageal pH monitoring, and esophageal scintigraphy. Seven patients had abnormal esophageal manometric studies, and this abnormality was significantly associated with peripheral neuropathy. Almost half of the subjects studied demonstrated excessive gastroesophageal acid reflux, but there was no correlation between the likelihood of abnormal reflux and the presence of peripheral neuropathy. Esophageal scintigraphy was relatively insensitive in the detection of abnormal esophageal function in diabetics.